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John Varick Tunney

Party: Democratic ¢ Chamber: Senate
State: CA

Biography

A Representative and a Senator from California. Born in New York City, June 26, 1934. Graduated from Yale University
1956. Attended the Academy of International Law at The Hague, Netherlands, in 1957. Graduated from the law school of
the University of Virginia at Charlottesville in 1959. Admitted to the Virginia and New York bars in 1959 and commenced
practice in New York City. Joined the United States Air Force as a judge advocate and served until discharged as a
captain in April 1963. Taught business law at the University of California at Riverside in 1961 and 1962. Admitted to
practice law in California in 1963. Special adviser to the President's Committee on Juvenile Delinquency and Youth Crime
1963-1968. Elected as a Democrat to the Eighty-ninth Congress. Reelected to the two succeeding Congresses and
served from January 3, 1965, until his resignation January 2, 1971. Was not a candidate for reelection, but was elected in
1970 to the United States Senate for the six-year term commencing January 3, 1971. Subsequently appointed by the
Governor, January 2, 1971, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of George Murphy for the term ending January
3, 1971. Served from January 2, 1971, until his resignation January 1, 1977. Unsuccessful candidate for reelection in
1976. Resumed the practice of law in Los Angeles. Was a resident of Beverly Hills, Calif. , until his death on January 12,
2018.

Legislative Activity (-)

Bills sponsored: 0
Bills cosponsored: 0
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Search Every Federal Bill, Law, and Vote

LegiList is the fastest way to research Congress. Track any bill from introduction to enactment, see how every

legislator voted, follow committee activity, and read the full text of every law — all in one place, always up to date.

legilist.com

Free Course: Learn How Congress Actually Works

LegiList Learn is a free, self-paced course that walks through the entire legislative process — from drafting a bill

to a presidential signature. Seven modules, plain language, no politics. Earn a certificate when you finish.

legilist.com/learn

Developer API: Build Apps on Legislative Data

The LegiList API gives developers direct access to bills, votes, legislators, committees, and more. Start free with

1,000 requests per day — no credit card required. Upgrade to Pro when you need to scale.

legilist.com/api
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