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Mr. James E. Risch
Party: Republican   •   Chamber: Senate
State: ID
Service: 2009–2025 (including current term)
Most recent Congress: 119

Phone: (202) 224-2752

Office: 483 Russell Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510

Website: risch.senate.gov

Biography

A Senator from Idaho. Born in Milwaukee, Wis. , May 3, 1943. B. A. , attended the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee,

1961-1963. B. S. In Forestry, University of Idaho, 1965. J. D. , University of Idaho College of Law, 1968. Ada County,

Idaho, prosecuting attorney, 1970-1974. Idaho State senator, 1974-1989 and 1995-2003, serving as majority leader

(1976-1982), and as president pro tempore (1982-1989). Lieutenant governor of Idaho, 2003-2006 and 2007-2009.

Governor of Idaho, 2006. Elected as a Republican to the United States Senate in 2008. Reelected in 2014, and again in

2020 for the term ending January 3, 2027. Chair, Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship (One Hundred

Fifteenth Congress), Committee on Foreign Relations (One Hundred Sixteenth and One Hundred Nineteenth

Congresses).

Committee Memberships (Congress 119)

Africa and Global Health Policy Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

East Asia, the Pacific, and International Cybersecurity Policy Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

Energy and Natural Resources Committee – Standing Member

Energy Subcommittee – Subcommittee Member

Europe and Regional Security Cooperation Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

Foreign Relations Committee – Standing Chairman

Multilateral International Development, Multilateral Institutions, and International Economic, Energy, and Environmental
Policy Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

Near East, South Asia, Central Asia, and Counterterrorism Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

Public Lands, Forests, and Mining Subcommittee – Subcommittee Member

Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee – Standing Member

State Department and USAID Management, International Operations, and Bilateral International Development
Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

Water and Power Subcommittee – Subcommittee Member

Western Hemisphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian Security, Democracy, Human Rights, and Global Women's Issues
Subcommittee – Subcommittee Ex Officio

Legislative Activity (2009–2025)

Bills sponsored: 258
Bills cosponsored: 2434
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Most Recent Sponsored Bills

Bill Title Status / Last Action

119 S
5374

A bill to facilitate the conveyance of certain land in Bonners Ferry, Idaho, platted
under section 2387 of the Revised Statutes, and for other purposes.

Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.
Updated Aug 7, 2026 

119 S
5266

Veterans’ Earned Benefits Access Act of 2026 Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
Updated Aug 5, 2026 

119 S
5254

Civil Nuclear Export Act of 2026 Read twice and referred to the
Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.
Updated Aug 5, 2026 

119
SRES
826

A resolution honoring the contributions of small manufacturers of firearms to the
economy, culture, and recreational heritage of the United States and recognizing the
month of August 2026 as "National Shooting Sports Month".

Referred to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. (text: CR S4393)
Updated Jul 30, 2026 

119
SRES
827

A resolution recognizing the 100th anniversary of the creation of the Sporting Arms
and Ammunition Manufacturers' Institute, Inc. (SAAMI) and commending its work
establishing industry standards that ensure the safe interoperability of firearms and
ammunition.

Referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
Updated Jul 30, 2026 

Most Recent Cosponsored Bills

Bill Title Status / Last Action

119 S
5362

Assuring the Future of Tibet Act of 2026 Read twice and referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.
Updated Aug 7, 2026 

119 S
3226

Bring Our Heroes Home Act Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs. Ordered to be reported
with an amendment in
Updated Aug 6, 2026 

119 S
24

A bill to designate the facility of the United States Postal Service located
at 154 First Avenue East in Jerome, Idaho, as the "Representative
Maxine Bell Post Office".

Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs. Ordered to be reported
without amendment fa
Updated Aug 6, 2026 

119 S
5337

Keep Our Communities Safe Act of 2026 Read twice and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
Updated Aug 6, 2026 

119 S
5347

Circuit Court of Appeals Reorganization Act of 2026 Read twice and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
Updated Aug 6, 2026 
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legislator voted, follow committee activity, and read the full text of every law — all in one place, always up to date.
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Free Course: Learn How Congress Actually Works

LegiList Learn is a free, self-paced course that walks through the entire legislative process — from drafting a bill

to a presidential signature. Seven modules, plain language, no politics. Earn a certificate when you finish.
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Developer API: Build Apps on Legislative Data
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