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HR 8250
Parents Decide Act

Congress: 119 (2025–2027, Current)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Commerce
Introduced: Apr 13, 2026
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.  (Apr 13, 2026) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/8250 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Gottheimer, Josh [D-NJ-5] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Stefanik, Elise M. [R-NY-21] R · NY Apr 13, 2026

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Brian K. [R-PA-1] R · PA Apr 22, 2026

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Apr 13, 2026

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 13, 2026) 

Parents Decide Act

This bill establishes age-verification requirements for providers of operating systems, which includes software that

supports the basic functions of a computer, mobile device, or other general purpose computing device.

First, operating system providers must require users to provide their date of birth to set up an account on, and use, the

operating system. If the user is under 18 years old, the operating system must require a parent or legal guardian to verify

the user's date of birth.

Additionally, operating system providers must develop a system to allow app developers to access information necessary

to verify the date of birth of a user of the developer's app.

The bill provides for enforcement of these requirements by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC).

The FTC also must issue regulations on how operating system providers can (1) verify the date of birth of a parent or

legal guardian and carry out requirements for verifying the ages of users, (2) secure data collected through the

verification process, and (3) ensure parents or legal guardians have control over what users who are under 18 years old

are able to access on a device.

The FTC must brief Congress on the rulemaking process and report on how operating system providers carry out the

requirements of the bill.

Actions Timeline

Apr 13, 2026: Introduced in House
Apr 13, 2026: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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