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HR 6046

Broadband and Telecommunications RAIL Act

Congress: 119 (2025-2027, Current)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: Nov 17, 2025

Current Status: Ordered to be Reported by the Yeas and Nays: 51 - 0.

Latest Action: Ordered to be Reported by the Yeas and Nays: 51 - 0. (Dec 3, 2025)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6046

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Joyce, John [R-PA-13]
Party: Republican < State PA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (4 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Landsman, Greg [D-OH-1] D-OH Nov 17, 2025
Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-50] D-CA Nov 17, 2025
Rep. Vindman, Eugene Simon [D-VA-7] D - VA Dec 3, 2025
Rep. McClellan, Jennifer L. [D-VA-4] D- VA Dec 9, 2025
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Nov 17, 2025
Energy and Commerce Committee House Reported by Nov 18, 2025

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action

119 S 3268 Related bill Nov 20, 2025: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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Summary (as of Nov 17, 2025)

Broadband and Telecommunications RAIL Act

This bill establishes a framework for the placement or modification of broadband or telecommunications equipment in a
railroad corridor.

Specifically, if a broadband or telecommunications provider is seeking to place or modify equipment within a railroad
carrier’s right-of-way, the provider must submit an application to the carrier. A carrier must approve or deny an application
within 60 days of receipt, and may only deny an application for safety reasons or if the placement or modification would
substantially interfere with or damage railroad infrastructure. Once an application is approved, work must be scheduled in
coordination with the carrier and generally must begin within 30 days. A provider must pay the railroad carrier for actual
costs incurred with respect to the application.

However, if a provider has been authorized by a state or local government to place or modify equipment in a public right-
of-way in an area that intersects with a railroad corridor, the provider need only notify the relevant railroad carrier and
schedule the work in coordination with the carrier. Work must generally begin between 15 and 30 days after the
notification is submitted. No fee is required.

A provider or carrier may petition the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for relief if the other has failed to
comply with these provisions.

The FCC must promulgate regulations to implement these provisions in a manner that ensures railroad safety, provides a
timelier process for emergency situations, and prevents substantial interference with railroad infrastructure or operations,
among other requirements.
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