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S544

Mining Regulatory Clarity Act

Congress: 119 (2025-2027, Current)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Feb 12, 2025

Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 334.

Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 334. (Feb 11, 2026)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/544

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV]
Party: Democratic + State: NV e« Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (4 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-ID] R-ID Feb 12, 2025

Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R - AK Feb 12, 2025

Sen. Risch, James E. [R-ID] R-ID Feb 12, 2025

Sen. Rosen, Jacky [D-NV] D - NV Feb 12, 2025
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Markup By Apr 9, 2025
Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Reported By Feb 11, 2026
Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection
Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

119 HR 1366 Related bill Mar 17, 2026: Read twice. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No.

357.
119 HR 4754 Related bill Jul 24, 2025: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 175.
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Summary (as of Feb 12, 2025)

Mining Regulatory Clarity Act

This bill allows mining operators to use federal lands for activities ancillary to mining, such as waste disposal, regardless
of whether those lands contain mineral deposits valuable enough to be mined (mineral validity). It also establishes the
Abandoned Hardrock Mine Fund.

The bill addresses a 2022 decision in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit related to the Rosemont Copper
Mine in Arizona (commonly known as the Rosemont decision, described further in CRS Report R48166). The court held
that mining claims are only allowed where mineral validity has been established and that mill site claims are more
appropriate means for establishing a mining waste disposal site under the Mining Act.

The bill allows a mining operator to (1) locate and include within its plan of operations as many mill site claims (e.g.,
areas for waste rock disposal) as are reasonably necessary for its operations, and (2) use or occupy public land in
accordance with an approved plan of operations.

Additionally, the bill requires any revenue generated from fees for such mill site claims to be deposited into the
Abandoned Hardrock Mine Fund. The Department of the Interior must use the fund for certain abandoned hardrock mine
reclamation activities.


https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2022/05/12/19-17585.pdf
https://crs.gov/Reports/R48166
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