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HR 5181

SOAR Act Improvements Act

Congress: 119 (2025-2027, Current)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Sep 8, 2025

Current Status: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 25 - 20.

Latest Action: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 25 - 20. (Sep 10, 2025)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5181

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Foxx, Virginia [R-NC-5]
Party: Republican < Statee NC ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Higgins, Clay [R-LA-3] R LA Sep 9, 2025
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Oversight and Government Reform Committee House Markup By Sep 10, 2025

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action

119 S 3710 Related bill Jan 28, 2026: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs.
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https://legilist.com/legislator/F000450
https://legilist.com/legislator/H001077
https://legilist.com/bill/119/s/3710

Summary (as of Sep 8, 2025)

SOAR Act Improvements Act

This bill reauthorizes through FY2032 and modifies the District of Columbia (DC) Opportunity Scholarship Program,
which is a federal program that funds private school scholarships for low-income students in DC.

Under the program, the Department of Education (ED) issues grants to nonprofit organizations to pay for income-qualified
DC residents to attend DC private elementary or secondary schools of their choice. The bill expands the program to
include pre-kindergarten students and authorizes ED to renew grants for up to five years without a new application.

Current law requires nonprofits to ensure that if more scholarship students apply to a particular school than the school
can accommodate, students will be randomly selected for admission. The bill specifies that this only applies if random
selection would not interfere with the school's regular admission standards or procedures.

Current law also requires schools to be properly accredited in order to participate in the program (i.e., enroll scholarship
students). The bill authorizes a nonparticipating school to enroll scholarship students provided it obtains accreditation
within five years of first pursuing participation in the program.

The bill also makes other administrative changes to the program, including (1) authorizing the majority of voting members
of a nonprofit's board to live in the DC metropolitan area, rather than in DC itself; (2) removing a cap on the use of funds
for tutoring students; and (3) directing ED and the mayor of DC to periodically evaluate and publicly report on the
program.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 10, 2025: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held

e Sep 10, 2025: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 25 - 20.

e Sep 8, 2025: Introduced in House

e Sep 8, 2025: Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.



LegiList

CONGRESS, MADE CLEAR.

Search Every Federal Bill, Law, and Vote

LegiList is the fastest way to research Congress. Track any bill from introduction to enactment, see how every

legislator voted, follow committee activity, and read the full text of every bill — all in one place, always up to date.

legilist.com

Free Course: Learn How Congress Actually Works

LegiList Learn is a free, self-paced course that walks through the entire legislative process — from drafting a bill

to a presidential signature. Seven modules, plain language, no politics. Earn a certificate when you finish.

legilist.com/learn

Developer API: Build Apps on Legislative Data

The LegiList API gives developers direct access to bills, votes, legislators, committees, and more. Start free with

1,000 requests per day — no credit card required. Upgrade to Pro when you need to scale.

legilist.com/api

Generated by LegiList — https://legilist.com - Public data belongs to the public.


https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/learn
https://legilist.com/api
https://legilist.com

