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HR 4054
Accreditation Choice and Innovation Act

Congress: 119 (2025–2027, Current)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Jun 20, 2025
Current Status: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 360.
Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 360.  (Dec 18, 2025) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4054 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Fine, Randy [R-FL-6] 
Party: Republican   •   State: FL   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Messmer, Mark B. [R-IN-8] R · IN Jul 2, 2025

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Markup By Jun 25, 2025

Education and Workforce Committee House Reported By Dec 18, 2025

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Dec 18, 2025) 

Accreditation Choice and Innovation Act

This bill revises the accreditation process for reviewing the quality of education offered by institutions of higher education

(IHEs).

Under current law, an IHE seeking to participate in many federal programs (e.g., federal student aid programs) must be

accredited by an agency recognized by the Department of Education (ED) as a reliable authority on the quality of the

education being offered at the IHE. An ED-recognized accrediting agency must meet various provisions under the Higher

Education Act of 1965 and in regulations.

Under this bill, states may designate an entity (e.g., an industry-specific quality assurance entity) as an accrediting

agency for programs or IHEs in the state. The bill outlines the requirements for the state to submit a plan to ED and for

ED to respond to the plan. 

Additionally, the bill provides an accelerated path to recognition by authorizing ED to recognize new accrediting agencies

within two years of their application. 

ED must convene a panel of experts to develop common terminology for accrediting agencies to use in making

accrediting decisions and publish those recommendations.

Further, the bill (1) requires accrediting agencies to establish specified standards for measures assessing student

success (e.g., labor market outcomes), and (2) requires accrediting agencies to establish procedures for assessing

compliance with agency standards that reflect an IHE's risk of losing accreditation.

The bill reauthorizes through September 30, 2028, and revises the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality

and Integrity, which advises ED on matters related to accreditation.

Actions Timeline

Dec 18, 2025: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Education and Workforce. H. Rept. 119-414.
Dec 18, 2025: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 360.
Jun 25, 2025: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held
Jun 25, 2025: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 21 - 15.
Jun 20, 2025: Introduced in House
Jun 20, 2025: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Workforce.
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