LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — April 21, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/119/hr/2680

HR 2680
Expanding Access to School Meals Act of 2025

Congress: 119 (2025-2027, Current)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: Apr 7, 2025

Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Workforce.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Workforce. (Apr 7, 2025)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2680

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Gottheimer, Josh [D-NJ-5]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: NJ ¢ Chamber: House
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Adams, Alma S. [D-NC-12]
Carson, André [D-IN-7]

Chu, Judy [D-CA-28]
DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-10]
Dingell, Debbie [D-MI-6]
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Moulton, Seth [D-MA-6]
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D -NJ Jan 8, 2026
Rep. Grijalva, Adelita S. [D-AZ-7] D-AZ Jan 27, 2026
Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D-TN Jan 30, 2026
Rep. Subramanyam, Suhas [D-VA-10] D - VA Mar 30, 2026
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Education and Workforce Committee House Referred To Apr 7, 2025

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Apr 7, 2025)

Expanding Access to School Meals Act of 2025

This bill increases student access to free school lunches and breakfasts under the National School Lunch Program and
School Breakfast Program of the Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Specifically, the bill expands program eligibility to include students in households with income at or below 224% of the
federal poverty level. (Currently, students in households with income at or below 130% are eligible.) The bill also
eliminates the reduced price school lunch and breakfast programs and prohibits USDA from providing reimbursements
for reduced price programs.

States may use Medicaid participation data to directly certify students for free school meals. (Direct certification allows
schools to approve meals without the need for a separate application for children who receive assistance under other
programs.) Under current law, states may apply to participate in a USDA demonstration project to directly certify children
for free and reduced price meals based on household income data acquired through Medicaid.

Further, the bill increases the number of free meals a school in a high-poverty area may be reimbursed for at the free-
meal rate under the Community Eligibility Provision. (This provision allows eligible schools, groups of schools, and school
districts to offer free meals at no cost to all enrolled students without collecting separate applications.) Specifically, the bill
increases from 1.6% to 2.5% the reimbursement multiplier, which is used to calculate how many meals USDA will
reimburse the school for at the free meal rate.
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