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HR 9675
Homeward Bound Act

Congress: 118 (2023–2025, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Sep 19, 2024
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.  (Sep 19, 2024) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/9675 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Armstrong, Kelly [R-ND-At Large] 
Party: Republican   •   State: ND   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (15 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Bilirakis, Gus M. [R-FL-12] R · FL Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Carson, André [D-IN-7] D · IN Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Gonzales, Tony [R-TX-23] R · TX Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Kennedy, Timothy M. [D-NY-26] D · NY Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Lawler, Michael [R-NY-17] R · NY Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Peltola, Mary Sattler [D-AK-At Large] D · AK Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Steube, W. Gregory [R-FL-17] R · FL Sep 19, 2024

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Brian K. [R-PA-1] R · PA Sep 23, 2024

Rep. Stefanik, Elise M. [R-NY-21] R · NY Sep 27, 2024

Rep. Suozzi, Thomas R. [D-NY-3] D · NY Sep 27, 2024

Rep. Hageman, Harriet M. [R-WY-At Large] R · WY Oct 1, 2024

Rep. Malliotakis, Nicole [R-NY-11] R · NY Oct 1, 2024

Rep. Zinke, Ryan K. [R-MT-1] R · MT Nov 19, 2024

Rep. Curtis, John R. [R-UT-3] R · UT Dec 3, 2024

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Sep 19, 2024

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Sep 19, 2024) 

Homeward Bound Act

This bill allows dogs under six months of age, and dogs without microchips born before the bill becomes law, to be

imported into the United States from low-risk countries for rabies. The bill delays the applicability of new requirements on

importing dogs for certain government personnel importing dogs from low-risk countries, and for service animals imported

from low-risk countries. 

On May 13, 2024, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published a rule adding new requirements for

importing dogs to prevent the reintroduction and spread of rabies. The rule, among other things, requires that every dog

imported into the United States must be at least six months of age and must have a microchip implanted. The bill requires

the CDC to revise the rule so that dogs of any age may be imported from low-risk countries for rabies, and so that dogs

imported from low-risk countries do not need a microchip if born before the bill becomes law.

In addition, the bill delays the applicability of the rule by 18 months for (1) members of the Armed Forces stationed in a

foreign country, personnel serving at a diplomatic or consular post, and their families seeking to import a dog from a low-

risk country; and (2) individuals seeking to import service animals from low-risk countries. 

Actions Timeline

Sep 19, 2024: Introduced in House
Sep 19, 2024: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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