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HR 863
To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit a publishing house from knowingly furnishing sexually
explicit material to a school or an educational agency, to prohibit Federal funds from being provided to a school
that obtains or an educational agency that distributes sexually explicit material, and for other purposes.

Congress: 118 (2023–2025, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Feb 7, 2023
Current Status: Referred to the Committee on Education and the Workforce, and in addition to the Committee on the Ju
Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Education and the Workforce, and in addition to the Committee on the
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.  (Feb 7, 2023) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/863 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Mills, Cory [R-FL-7] 
Party: Republican   •   State: FL   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. D'Esposito, Anthony [R-NY-4] R · NY Feb 9, 2023

Rep. Greene, Marjorie Taylor [R-GA-14] R · GA Feb 9, 2023

Rep. Harshbarger, Diana [R-TN-1] R · TN Feb 9, 2023

Rep. Higgins, Clay [R-LA-3] R · LA Feb 9, 2023

Rep. Kelly, Mike [R-PA-16] R · PA Feb 9, 2023

Rep. Santos, George [R-NY-3] R · NY Feb 9, 2023

Rep. Murphy, Gregory F. [R-NC-3] R · NC Feb 10, 2023

Rep. Luna, Anna Paulina [R-FL-13] R · FL Feb 27, 2023

Rep. Miller, Mary E. [R-IL-15] R · IL Mar 24, 2023

Rep. Boebert, Lauren [R-CO-3] R · CO Jul 11, 2023

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred To Feb 7, 2023

Judiciary Committee House Referred To Feb 7, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Feb 7, 2023) 

This bill establishes new criminal offenses related to furnishing sexually explicit material (i.e., books, magazines,

newspapers, or other printed material and digital or electronic books) to elementary or secondary schools or state or local

educational agencies. It also prohibits federal funds for schools that obtain or educational agencies that distribute such

material.

Specifically, the bill makes it a crime for a president, director, manager, or officer of a publishing house to knowingly

authorize the furnishing of published material containing a sexually explicit visual depiction to schools or educational

agencies. A violator is subject to criminal penalties—a fine, a prison term of up to five years, or both.

The bill imposes a fine on a publishing house that knowingly furnishes such published material to schools or educational

agencies.

The bill also prohibits federal funds from being provided to (1) schools that knowingly obtain such published material, and

(2) educational agencies that knowingly distribute such material to schools.

The bill includes exceptions for material with serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.

Actions Timeline

Feb 7, 2023: Introduced in House
Feb 7, 2023: Referred to the Committee on Education and the Workforce, and in addition to the Committee on the
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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