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HR 8488

Farmer to Farmer Education Act of 2024

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: May 21, 2024

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology. (Sep 3, 2024)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8488

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Vasquez, Gabe [D-NM-2]
Party: Democratic + State: NM ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Salinas, Andrea [D-OR-6] D OR Oct 11, 2024
Rep. Stansbury, Melanie A. [D-NM-1] D - NM Oct 18, 2024
Rep. Tokuda, Jill N. [D-HI-2] D - HI Nov 14, 2024

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Agriculture Committee House Referred to Sep 3, 2024

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of May 21, 2024)

Farmer to Farmer Education Act of 2024

This bill expands the authority of the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to provide technical assistance for farmer-to-
farmer networks. A farmer-to-farmer network means any affiliation or association of farmers that share information,
technical assistance, or any other type of mutually beneficial support.

Under the bill, USDA may enter into cooperative agreements with eligible entities to provide assistance to farmer-to-
farmer networks to (1) build network capacity, connect farmers with mentors or group learning opportunities, and support
goal setting; (2) increase technical assistance for farmers, ranchers, and forest owners who use different farming models,
practices, and scales; and (3) establish and steward the networks.

Those eligible for the program include nonprofit entities, farmer-to-farmer networks, tribal entities, local governments,
institutions of higher education, and states. USDA must prioritize agreements with entities that seek to meet the specific
needs of certain farmers, ranchers, and forest owners who are historically underserved or operating in high-poverty
areas.

The bill also provides for subawards to plan and conduct events, as well as to identify and develop innovative activities, in
order to increase farmer access to farmer-to-farmer assistance. USDA and the Natural Resources Conservation Service
must establish any necessary additional requirements for subawards.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 3, 2024: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology.
e May 21, 2024: Introduced in House
e May 21, 2024: Referred to the House Committee on Agriculture.
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