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S716

Solving the Border Crisis Act

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Immigration

Introduced: Mar 8, 2023

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (Mar 8, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/716

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Risch, James E. [R-ID]
Party: Republican < State: ID ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (s total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R AR Mar 8, 2023

Sen. Budd, Ted [R-NC] R -NC Mar 8, 2023

Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-1D] R-ID Mar 8, 2023

Sen. Hagerty, Bill [R-TN] R-TN Mar 8, 2023

Sen. Tillis, Thomas [R-NC] R -NC Mar 8, 2023
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Mar 8, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
118 HR 336  Related bill  Feb 8, 2023: Referred to the Subcommittee on Border Security and Enforcement.
118 S 208 Related bill  Feb 1, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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Summary (as of Mar 8, 2023)

Solving the Border Crisis Act
This bill addresses immigration and border security issues, including by restarting construction of a border wall.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) must resume all activities related to the construction of a border wall
system along the U.S.-Mexico border that were planned or underway prior to January 20, 2021.

Furthermore, this bill imposes limits on terminating the entry suspension policy known as Title 42. (Generally, Title 42
authorizes DHS to suspend the entry of certain non-U.S. nationals or imports on public health grounds. During the
COVID-19 public health emergency, DHS used Title 42 to expel certain undocumented migrants without an opportunity to
seek asylum.)

Under this bill, the COVID-19 Title 42 policy may not be terminated until at least 120 days after the Surgeon General
notifies Congress that the COVID-19 emergency declaration has been terminated.

The bill also nullifies an interim final rule that authorizes asylum officers to determine whether non-U.S. nationals
encountered at the border have a credible fear of persecution for asylum purposes.

Furthermore, for an individual arriving by land from a neighboring country and not clearly admissible into the United
States, DHS may send that individual to a safe third country.

DHS must ensure certain staffing levels for various agencies involved with immigration enforcement, including the U.S.
Border Patrol.

The bill also (1) authorizes DHS to use certain mandatory fees for expenses related to detaining non-U.S. nationals, and
(2) requires DHS to ensure that there is enough detention capacity to comply with mandatory detention requirements.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 8, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 8, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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