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HR 651
COMPOST Act

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: Jan 31, 2023

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology. (Feb 23, 2023)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/651

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26]
Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: House

Cosponsors (21 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Bonamici, Suzanne [D-OR-1] D-OR Jan 31, 2023
Rep. Kuster, Ann M. [D-NH-2] D - NH Jan 31, 2023
Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D - ME Jan 31, 2023
Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-12] D-CA Feb 2, 2023
Rep. Case, Ed [D-HI-1] D - HI Feb 14, 2023
Rep. Krishnamoorthi, Raja [D-IL-8] D-IL Feb 17, 2023
Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D-OR Mar 7, 2023
Rep. Tokuda, Jill N. [D-HI-2] D - HI Mar 14, 2023
Rep. Stansbury, Melanie Ann [D-NM-1] D -NM Apr 17, 2023
Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12] D-NJ Apr 28, 2023
Rep. Courtney, Joe [D-CT-2] D-CT May 9, 2023
Rep. Porter, Katie [D-CA-47] D-CA May 9, 2023
Rep. Salinas, Andrea [D-OR-6] D-OR May 9, 2023
Rep. Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-7] D-AZ May 15, 2023
Rep. Casar, Greg [D-TX-35] D-TX Jun 14, 2023
Rep. Payne, Donald M., Jr. [D-NJ-10] D -NJ Jun 14, 2023
Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D-DC Jun 20, 2023
Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-10] D-CA Jul 19, 2023
Rep. Trone, David J. [D-MD-6] D -MD Sep 29, 2023
Rep. Matsui, Doris O. [D-CA-7] D-CA Oct 12, 2023
Rep. Hayes, Jahana [D-CT-5] D-CT Jun 28, 2024
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture Committee House Referred to Feb 23, 2023
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
118 S 179 Related bill  Jan 31, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Summary (as of Jan 31, 2023)

Cultivating Organic Matter through the Promotion Of Sustainable Techniques Act or the COMPOST Act

This bill makes composting a conservation practice and activity for purposes of Department of Agriculture (USDA)
conservation programs. The bill also requires USDA to establish a competitive program to award grants and loan
guarantees for projects that expand access to food waste composting.

In awarding grants and loans guarantees, USDA must prioritize projects that include the greatest number of the following
factors:

e are located in or serving a location with significant access to food waste and no or limited prior access to food
waste composting;

e demonstrate the potential to create new capacity for the volume or weight of food waste collected and processed,
or make significant gains in the number of people with access to food waste composting facilities or systems;

e demonstrate a plan for following best management practices and producing a high-quality compost product;

e incorporate the participation of small and diverse businesses (e.g., minority-, woman-, and veteran-owned
businesses certified by the Small Business Administration);

e create opportunities for hiring and leadership development practices that are inclusive and provide living wages;

¢ serve disadvantaged and low-income communities, engage Black farmers, Indigenous farmers, and other farmers
of color, or incorporate an environmental justice plan or principle; and

e are for a facility or system that accepts or plans to accept and process only source separated organics.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 23, 2023: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology.
e Jan 31, 2023: Introduced in House
e Jan 31, 2023: Referred to the House Committee on Agriculture.
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