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HR 5815

Head Start Expansion and Improvement Act of 2023

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Sep 28, 2023

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. (Sep 28, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5815

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-30]
Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Hayes, Jahana [D-CT-5] D-CT Sep 28, 2023
Rep. Landsman, Greg [D-OH-1] D.-OH Sep 28, 2023
Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-18] D:-CA Sep 28, 2023
Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26] D-CA Nov 8, 2023
Rep. Gomez, Jimmy [D-CA-34] D:-CA Nov 8, 2023
Rep. Tokuda, Jill N. [D-HI-2] D - HI Jan 18, 2024
Rep. Mullin, Kevin [D-CA-15] D:-CA Aug 20, 2024
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Education and Workforce Committee House Referred To Sep 28, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 28, 2023)

Head Start Expansion and Improvement Act of 2023
This bill reauthorizes through FY2030 and otherwise revises Head Start programs.

Specifically, the bill expands eligibility for Head Start programs to include families with incomes below 138% of the federal
poverty level. The bill also adds a definition for public assistance under the Head Start Act to include Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF); Supplemental Security Income (SSI); the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP); the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC); or the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

The bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to establish a program to make grants to Head
Start agencies (including Early Head Start agencies) to construct or improve facilities. HHS must also establish and carry
out a program to make grants to Head Start agencies for increasing the compensation paid to employees.

The bill also provides student loan forgiveness for certain Head Start and Early Head Start child care workers. In
particular, the Department of Education must cancel the outstanding balance of principal, interest, and fees due on
Federal Direct Loans for a borrower who (1) has been employed full-time by a Head Start or Early Head Start program for
three years, and (2) has provided care or instruction to children enrolled in such a program.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 28, 2023: Introduced in House
e Sep 28, 2023: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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