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S 522
SMART Cocaine Sentencing Act

Congress: 118 (2023–2025, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Feb 16, 2023
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (Feb 16, 2023) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/522 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: IA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] R · SC Feb 16, 2023

Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT] R · UT Feb 16, 2023

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R · MS Feb 16, 2023

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Feb 16, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 16, 2023) 

Start Making Adjustments and Require Transparency in Cocaine Sentencing Act or the SMART Cocaine

Sentencing Act

This bill reduces the federal sentencing disparity between drug offenses involving crack cocaine and powder cocaine.

Currently, different threshold amounts of crack cocaine and powder cocaine (e.g., 28 grams of crack cocaine and 500

grams of powder cocaine) trigger the same statutory criminal penalties.

This bill reduces the federal sentencing disparity by altering the threshold amounts of crack cocaine and powder cocaine

that trigger statutory criminal penalties. Specifically, the bill increases the threshold amounts of crack cocaine (e.g., from

28 to 160 grams) and decreases the threshold amounts of powder cocaine (e.g., from 500 to 400 grams) that trigger

statutory criminal penalties.

The changes may apply retroactively, but only if the Department of Justice (DOJ) certifies that the sentence of a

defendant should be reduced.

The bill requires DOJ to review and report on various data related to crack cocaine and powder cocaine, including

individual dosage amounts, addictiveness, and associated violence.

Additionally, the U.S. Sentencing Commission must report publicly on cocaine offenses and offenders, including trends in

cocaine trafficking patterns, price, and use; the interaction of state penalties with federal prosecutorial decisions; and

federal case law developments related to federal cocaine sentencing.

Actions Timeline

Feb 16, 2023: Introduced in Senate
Feb 16, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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