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S 4977
Digital Integrity in Democracy Act

Congress: 118 (2023–2025, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Aug 1, 2024
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Aug 1, 2024) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4977 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Welch, Peter [D-VT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: VT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D · CO Aug 1, 2024

Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D · HI Aug 1, 2024

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Aug 1, 2024

Sen. Lujan, Ben Ray [D-NM] D · NM Aug 1, 2024

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Aug 1, 2024

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Aug 1, 2024

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Aug 1, 2024) 

Digital Integrity in Democracy Act

This bill requires large social media platforms to promptly remove from their sites false information about election logistics

and voter eligibility.

Specifically, platforms notified of potential false election information must investigate the veracity of the flagged

information and, if it is false, remove it. Covered information includes false information about the time and place of, or

voter eligibility for, an election. Platforms must generally remove false information within 48 hours of receipt of notification

of its existence. If notification is received on the day of an election, including during an early or absentee voting period,

the information must be removed within 24 hours. 

The Department of Justice may bring a civil suit against a social media platform that violates the timely removal

requirement. States may bring suit against a platform if the false information at issue related to an election in the state,

and candidates may bring suit against a platform if the candidate was aggrieved by the false information. Such suits may

seek money damages and injunctive relief. 

The bill also specifies that Section 230 protection does not apply to false election information that is knowingly hosted on

a social media platform. (Section 230 generally precludes providers and users of an interactive computer service from

being held legally responsible under federal law for content provided by a third party.) However, platforms that comply

with the timely removal requirements with respect to false election information retain Section 230 protection. 

Actions Timeline

Aug 1, 2024: Introduced in Senate
Aug 1, 2024: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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