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S 325

Supreme Court Ethics Act

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Law

Introduced: Feb 9, 2023

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (Feb 9, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/325

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Murphy, Christopher [D-CT]
Party: Democratic « State: CT ¢ Chamber: Senate
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Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA]
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Murray, Patty [D-WA]
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Sanders, Bernard [I-VT]
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Summary (as of Feb 9, 2023)

Supreme Court Ethics Act

This bill establishes a new statutory requirement for the Judicial Conference of the United States to issue a judicial code
of conduct for judges and justices of U.S. courts, including Justices of the Supreme Court. Currently, the Judicial
Conference issues a code of conduct for judges of U.S. courts (but not for Justices of the Supreme Court).

To enforce the code of conduct for Justices of the Supreme Court, the bill requires the Supreme Court to appoint an
ethics investigations counsel. The ethics investigations counsel must

¢ adopt rules to enforce the code of conduct, including a process to receive public complaints of potential violations;
e investigate complaints; and
e issue an annual public report describing the complaints and the steps taken to address the complaints.

Finally, the bill requires a Justice of the Supreme Court to publicly disclose the reasons for disqualifying himself or herself
in a proceeding or the reasons for denying a motion to disqualify himself or herself in a proceeding.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 9, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Feb 9, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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