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S 3147

Flood Protection and Infrastructure Resilience Act of 2023

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: Oct 26, 2023

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (Oct 26, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3147

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Ricketts, Pete [R-NE]
Party: Republican < Statee NE ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Oct 26, 2023
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Referred To Oct 26, 2023
Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
118 HR 5250 Related bill  Sep 25, 2023: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology.
118 HR 3972 Related bill  Jul 28, 2023: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Research, and Biotechnology.
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Summary (as of Oct 26, 2023)

Flood Protection and Infrastructure Resilience Act of 2023
This bill modifies Department of Agriculture (USDA) watershed programs.

The bill modifies the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program to allow USDA to undertake certain measures
that go beyond addressing the immediate impairment of the watershed. Specifically, USDA may undertake measures that
increase the level of protection of the watershed if USDA determines that the restoration is in the best interest of the long-
term health and the protection of the watershed from repetitive impairments. (The EWP Program assists sponsors,
landowners, and operators in implementing emergency recovery measures for runoff retardation and erosion prevention
to relieve imminent hazards to life and property created by natural disasters.)

In addition, for Watershed Rehabilitation Program (REHAB) projects that serve a limited resource area, the bill increases
the federal cost-share to up to 90% of the total rehabilitation costs. Currently, the federal cost-share for all projects is 65%
of the total rehabilitation costs. (REHAB assists project sponsors in rehabilitating aging watershed dams that are reaching
the end of their design life or no longer meet certain federal or state standards.)

Further, the purpose of the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is amended to include the prevention
and mitigation of the effects of flooding and drought and the improvement or expansion of flood resiliency. (Under the
RCPP, USDA enters into agreements with eligible partners to deliver conservation projects in specific geographical
areas. Within an RCPP project, producers enter into contracts and agreements with USDA to carry out eligible
conservation activities.)

Actions Timeline

e Oct 26, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Oct 26, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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