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S 2985
Youth Voting Rights Act

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Sep 28, 2023

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (Sep 28, 2023)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-hill/2985

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (10 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D - Wi Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] D - NJ Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D:-CA Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D - HI Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D - MA Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |- VT Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D -OR Sep 28, 2023
Sen. Butler, Laphonza R. [D-CA] D:-CA Dec 13, 2023
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Rules and Administration Committee Senate Referred To Sep 28, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action

118 HR Identical bill Aug 25, 2023: Referred to the Committee on House Administration, and in addition to the Committee on the
5293 Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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Summary (as of Sep 28, 2023)

Youth Voting Rights Act
This bill expands voting access for youth.

Specifically, the bill establishes a private right of action to enforce the Twenty-Sixth Amendment, which prohibits denying
or abridging the right to vote based on age. Further, the bill authorizes the Department of Justice to enforce the Twenty-
Sixth Amendment against age-based restrictions for voting by mail.

Additionally, the bill directs each state to

e designate as voter registration agencies all offices within public institutions of higher education (IHES) that provide
assistance to students,

e implement a preregistration process to allow minors who are 16 years or older to register to vote in federal
elections that take place when or after the preregistered individual turns age 18, and

e ensure the availability of polling places on campuses of IHEs (with the availability of waivers).

The bill prohibits durational residency requirements for voting in all federal elections. Currently, this prohibition applies
only to voting for the offices of President and Vice President.

States and local jurisdictions with voter identification requirements must treat IHE-issued student identification cards as
voter identification.

The Election Assistance Commission (EAC) must make grants to states to increase the involvement of individuals under
age 18 in public election activities.

The Government Accountability Office must report to Congress on trends related to voter registration, absentee voting,
and provisional voting. The EAC must also collect and make publicly available certain data from states.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 28, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Sep 28, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration.
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