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S 1525
COLLUDE Act

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: May 10, 2023

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (May 10, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1525

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Schmitt, Eric [R-MO]
Party: Republican < Statee MO ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Braun, Mike [R-IN] R -IN May 16, 2023
Sen. Vance, J. D. [R-OH] R -OH Jul 27, 2023

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To May 10, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of May 10, 2023)

Curtailing Online Limitations that Lead Unconstitutionally to Democracy's Erosion Act or the COLLUDE Act

This bill limits federal liability protection, sometimes referred to as Section 230 protection, that generally precludes
providers and users of an interactive computer service (e.g., a social media company) from being held legally responsible
for content provided by a third party.

Specifically, the bill removes the protection if a provider restricts access to or availability of content containing political
speech because of a governmental request unless the request serves a legitimate law enforcement or national security
purpose.

In addition, the bill changes legal procedures for applying the protection. Currently, the protection serves as broad
immunity that typically allows the early dismissal of lawsuits, thereby preempting lawsuits and statutes that impose
liability for third-party content. This bill makes the protection an affirmative defense, which means the provider or user
must prove that the protection applies before the lawsuit may be dismissed.

Actions Timeline

e May 10, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e May 10, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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