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S 1358
LAKES Act

Congress: 118 (2023–2025, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Water Resources Development
Introduced: Apr 27, 2023
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.  (Apr 27, 2023) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1358 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND] 
Party: Republican   •   State: ND   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM Apr 27, 2023

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R · AR May 1, 2023

Sen. Daines, Steve [R-MT] R · MT May 1, 2023

Sen. Padilla, Alex [D-CA] D · CA May 1, 2023

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT May 1, 2023

Sen. Hoeven, John [R-ND] R · ND May 18, 2023

Sen. Ricketts, Pete [R-NE] R · NE Jun 5, 2024

Sen. Warnock, Raphael G. [D-GA] D · GA Jul 30, 2024

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Apr 27, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Water Resources Development

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

118 HR 6906 Related bill Jan 19, 2024: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
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Summary  (as of Apr 27, 2023) 

Lake Access Keeping Economies Strong Act or the LAKES Act

This bill modifies requirements relating to the collection and retention of user fees at certain recreation facilities.

Specifically, the bill modifies requirements for a cost-sharing program for the management of recreation facilities

established by the Water Resources Development Act of 1992. Currently, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers may enter

into cooperative agreements with nonfederal public and private entities to provide for operation and management of

recreation facilities and natural resources at civil works projects. The bill requires private entities entering such

agreements to be nonprofit.

The bill requires the Corps, before entering into a cooperative agreement, to ensure that such entities have the authority

and capability to (1) carry out the terms of the agreement, and (2) pay any damages in the event of a failure to perform.

It also authorizes the Corps to allow private nonprofit entities to collect user fees. Currently, only nonfederal public entities

may collect such fees.

The bill also authorizes the Corps and other federal agencies to transfer to nonfederal public entities or private nonprofit

entities user fees received by the Corps or another federal agency under a visitor reservation service for recreation

facilities and natural resources managed by the nonfederal public entities or private nonprofit entities.

In addition, the bill modifies requirements under the Flood Control Act of 1968 to direct the Corps to spend at least 80%

of the fees collected at a recreational site for the operation and maintenance of that site.

Actions Timeline

Apr 27, 2023: Introduced in Senate
Apr 27, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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