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S 1315

Veterans' Health Empowerment, Access, Leadership, and Transparency for our Heroes (HEALTH) Act of 2023

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Apr 26, 2023

Current Status. Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 118-217.

Latest Action: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 118-217. (Jul 12, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1315

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Moran, Jerry [R-KS]
Party: Republican < State KS ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (6 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Sinema, Kyrsten [I-AZ] |- AZ Apr 26, 2023

Sen. Tillis, Thomas [R-NC] R -NC May 1, 2023

Sen. Rounds, Mike [R-SD] R -SD May 3, 2023

Sen. Rubio, Marco [R-FL] R -FL May 9, 2023

Sen. Tuberville, Tommy [R-AL] R - AL Jun 7, 2023

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R - MS Jun 7, 2023
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jul 12, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Apr 26, 2023)

Veterans' Health Empowerment, Access, Leadership, and Transparency for our Heroes (HEALTH) Act of 2023

This bill modifies the Veterans Community Care Program (VCCP), including by requiring the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) to develop and implement plans to improve the administration of the VCCP.

Specifically, the bill provides statutory authority for the VCCP eligibility standards for when a veteran is eligible to elect to
receive non-VA care through the VCCP. The VA must notify a covered veteran of eligibility for care or services under the
VCCP within two business days after the VA is aware the veteran is seeking care. If a request by a veteran for care or
services under the VCCP is denied, the VA must notify the veteran within two business days of the reason for the denial
and instructions on how to appeal the denial using the clinical appeals process of the Veterans Health Administration.

Among other elements, the bill also requires

e the Government Accountability Office to report on the VA's efforts to ensure veterans are informed about eligibility
for care and services under the VCCP and the performance of the Office of Integrated Veteran Care in improving
access to care for veterans in VA facilities;

e VCCP providers to submit a claim for payment to the VA not later than one year after the care or service was
furnished (current law requires submission within 180 days);

¢ the Office of Inspector General of the VA to assess the performance of each VA medical center in implementing
the VCCP.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 12, 2023: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 118-217.
e Apr 26, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 26, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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