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S 1227
FISH Act of 2023

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Apr 20, 2023

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Apr 20, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1227

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Sullivan, Dan [R-AK]
Party: Republican < State: AK ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R - AK Apr 20, 2023
Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] D - HI Apr 20, 2023
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Apr 20, 2023
Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R -MS Apr 20, 2023
Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D -DE May 4, 2023
Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] R-SC May 4, 2023
Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D -OR Nov 7, 2023
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Apr 20, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Apr 20, 2023)

Fighting Foreign lllegal Seafood Harvests Act of 2023 or the FISH Act of 2023

This bill establishes a blacklist and other mechanisms for addressing vessels involved in illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing.

The bill requires the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to establish the blacklist and issue
regulations governing its administration. NOAA must add a vessel to the list if NOAA has a reasonable basis to believe
that the vessel contributes to IUU fishing in certain ways, such as by (1) exceeding applicable catch limits; (2) engaging in
fishing on the high seas involving the use of forced labor; or (3) providing nonemergency fueling, resupply, or other
services to a vessel on the blacklist.

Under the bill, a vessel on the blacklist is prohibited from accessing U.S. ports or making deliveries in U.S. waters. No
U.S. vessel may service a vessel that is on the blacklist, except for emergency or enforcement purposes. A blacklisted
vessel and its cargo, with some exceptions, shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture.

Additionally, the bill requires the President to impose property- and visa-blocking sanctions on any foreign person (i.e.,
individual or entity) that is the beneficial owner of a vessel on the blacklist.

The Coast Guard must increase its observation of vessels on the high seas suspected of IUU fishing and related
practices.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection must issue regulations regarding the verification of seafood imports to block imports
of seafood harvested by foreign vessels using forced labor.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 20, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 20, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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