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S 1078

NRCS Wetland Compliance and Appeals Reform Act

Congress: 118 (20232025, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: Mar 30, 2023

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (Mar 30, 2023)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1078

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Rounds, Mike [R-SD]
Party: Republican < State SD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND] R -ND Mar 30, 2023
Sen. Hoeven, John [R-ND] R -ND Mar 30, 2023

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Referred To Mar 30, 2023

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 30, 2023)

NRCS Wetland Compliance and Appeals Reform Act

This bill revises provisions related to the wetland certification program at the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCYS) of the Department of Agriculture (USDA), including by

e prohibiting the NRCS from acquiring any permanent easement;

e prohibiting USDA from imposing penalties retroactively for newly determined wetlands;

e revising the appeals process of the NRCS for wetland certification requests;

e prohibiting USDA from using new rationale for a wetland determination if a person has previously successfully
appealed a final wetland determination;

e establishing that USDA bears the burden of proof, by clear and convincing evidence, that a person has violated
certain wetland conservation provisions;

e requiring USDA to establish oversight committees in each state that will oversee the appeals of wetland
determinations; and

e requiring that each individual who interacts with the NRCS have the option to participate in a customer satisfaction
survey provided by an independent survey company.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 30, 2023: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 30, 2023: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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