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HR 831
Health STATISTICS Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Feb 4, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Feb 5, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/831 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Craig, Angie [D-MN-2] D · MN Feb 4, 2021

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-18] D · CA Feb 4, 2021

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Brian K. [R-PA-1] R · PA Feb 4, 2021

Rep. McBath, Lucy [D-GA-6] D · GA Feb 4, 2021

Rep. Ruiz, Raul [D-CA-36] D · CA Oct 8, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Feb 5, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 4, 2021) 

Health Standards To Advance Transparency, Integrity, Science, Technology Infrastructure, and Confidential

Statistics Act of 2021 or the Health STATISTICS Act of 2021

This bill requires efforts to standardize reporting of public health data, including for COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease

2019) data. It also expands access to federal databases for health research.

Specifically, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) must develop uniform standards for health

departments and other entities that report public health data. The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) may

award grants to entities for adopting the uniform standards and otherwise improving their reporting capabilities.

Furthermore, the CDC must, in consultation with the National Institutes of Health, establish specific standards within 30

days for reporting COVID-19 data. HHS must also disseminate this data subject to privacy and other requirements.

Additionally, the Office of Management and Budget must issue guidance on federal health data collection that covers, for

example, ensuring data quality and increasing access to health data for research.

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) must carry out a demonstration program to expand an existing program

that links different federal data sets for statistical public health research, including research on food insecurity, housing

instability, and other social determinants of health. In particular, the program must link to the National Death Index, a

database of death records maintained by the NCHS.

Finally, the bill requires the CDC to award grants to research entities and public health departments to increase their

capacity for conducting statistical public health research.

Actions Timeline

Feb 5, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Feb 4, 2021: Introduced in House
Feb 4, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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