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HR 791

Tracking COVID-19 Variants Act
Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Feb 4, 2021

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. (Feb 5, 2021)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/791

Sponsor
Name: Rep. Bera, Ami [D-CA-7]

Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: House

Cosponsors (19 total)

Cosponsor

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large]
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Carson, Andre [D-IN-7]
Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]
Cooper, Jim [D-TN-5]
Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]
Jones, Mondaire [D-NY-17]
Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13]
O'Halleran, Tom [D-AZ-1]
Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52]
Schrier, Kim [D-WA-8]
Sewell, Terri A. [D-AL-7]
Raskin, Jamie [D-MD-8]
Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20]
Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20]
Hayes, Jahana [D-CT-5]
Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6]
Mrvan, Frank J. [D-IN-1]
Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2]
Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-3]
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Health
Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action

117 S 236 Identical bill Feb 4, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Summary (as of Feb 4, 2021)

Tracking COVID-19 Variants Act
This bill expands viral genomic sequencing, disease surveillance, and other public health research activities.

Specifically, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) must issue guidance on the sequencing of the virus
that causes COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019). Additionally, the CDC must establish a program to strengthen
genomic sequencing, analytics, and disease surveillance activities. As part of this program, the CDC must provide grants
and technical assistance to health departments to build their capacity to carry out such activities.

Furthermore, the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) must carry out a demonstration program to expand an
existing program that links different federal data sets for statistical public health research, including research on food
insecurity, housing instability, and other social determinants of health. In particular, the program must support linkages
with the National Death Index, a database of death records maintained by the NCHS.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 5, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
e Feb 4, 2021: Introduced in House
e Feb 4, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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