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HR 778
Secure Data and Privacy for Contact Tracing Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Feb 3, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Feb 4, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/778 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Speier, Jackie [D-CA-14] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (12 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Feb 3, 2021

Rep. DeGette, Diana [D-CO-1] D · CO Feb 3, 2021

Rep. Dingell, Debbie [D-MI-12] D · MI Feb 3, 2021

Rep. Jones, Mondaire [D-NY-17] D · NY Feb 3, 2021

Rep. Lynch, Stephen F. [D-MA-8] D · MA Feb 3, 2021

Rep. Raskin, Jamie [D-MD-8] D · MD Feb 3, 2021

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D · CA Feb 3, 2021

Del. San Nicolas, Michael F. Q. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Feb 4, 2021

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D · FL Feb 11, 2021

Rep. Barragan, Nanette Diaz [D-CA-44] D · CA Feb 26, 2021

Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-40] D · CA Apr 1, 2021

Rep. Ruiz, Raul [D-CA-36] D · CA Oct 8, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Feb 4, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

117 S 199 Related bill Feb 3, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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Summary  (as of Feb 3, 2021) 

Secure Data and Privacy for Contact Tracing Act of 2021

This bill establishes grants for state, tribal, and territorial health departments to incorporate digital contact tracing

technology in COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019) contact tracing programs. The Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention must award the grants.

Any technology developed or procured with these grants must meet privacy, security, and other conditions. Grantees that

acquire technology that does not meet these conditions lose eligibility for this, and future, funding for COVID-19 contact

tracing technology.

In addition, federal privacy standards for personal health information expressly apply to information transmitted or

maintained by grant-funded programs. Current law restricts the use and disclosure of personal health information by

health care providers, health plans, health clearinghouses, and their business associates. However, there is an exception

to these standards for information used by, or disclosed to, a public health authority.

The bill also prohibits the use of data derived from the contact tracing technology in legal proceedings or for immigration

enforcement.

The Government Accountability Office must evaluate this program.

Actions Timeline

Feb 4, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Feb 3, 2021: Introduced in House
Feb 3, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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