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HR 5618
Reimagining Asylum Processing Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Oct 19, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.  (Nov 1, 2022) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5618 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Escobar, Veronica [D-TX-16] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Nov 4, 2021

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D · GA Nov 4, 2021

Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-33] D · CA Nov 9, 2021

Rep. Ross, Deborah K. [D-NC-2] D · NC Nov 9, 2021

Rep. Jones, Mondaire [D-NY-17] D · NY Dec 9, 2021

Rep. Meng, Grace [D-NY-6] D · NY Dec 13, 2021

Rep. Neguse, Joe [D-CO-2] D · CO Dec 13, 2021

Rep. Dean, Madeleine [D-PA-4] D · PA Dec 16, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Nov 1, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Oct 19, 2021) 

Reimagining Asylum Processing Act of 2021

This bill modifies the processing of asylum seekers, including by establishing humanitarian processing centers along the

southern border.

The Department of Homeland Security must establish at least five humanitarian processing centers to process adult

asylum seekers who arrive at the southern border and did not arrive as part of a family unit with minor children. The bill

imposes certain requirements on these processing centers, including by (1) requiring a rest period of at least 72 hours

from the asylum seeker's arrival before an asylum officer may conduct an interview to determine whether there is a

credible fear of persecution, (2) limiting an asylum seeker's detention at a processing center to no longer than 15 days,

(3) requiring the processing center to provide legal counsel and interpreters, and (4) requiring that appropriate

nongovernmental organizations are authorized to monitor the processing centers for human rights abuses.

The bill also changes the processing of asylum seekers generally, including by (1) removing provisions requiring the

mandatory detention of an asylum seeker after the credible fear interview; (2) prohibiting the use of information obtained

from the interview for immigration enforcement; and (3) requiring an asylum officer conducting the interview to consider

whether an asylum seeker is eligible for other forms of relief, such as special immigrant juvenile status.

Actions Timeline

Nov 1, 2022: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Oct 19, 2021: Introduced in House
Oct 19, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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