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HR 5491
Securing Systemically Important Critical Infrastructure Act

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Oct 5, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innovation.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innovation.  (Oct 6, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5491 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Katko, John [R-NY-24] 
Party: Republican   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Garbarino, Andrew R. [R-NY-2] R · NY Oct 5, 2021

Rep. Spanberger, Abigail Davis [D-VA-7] D · VA Oct 5, 2021

Rep. Timmons, William R. IV [R-SC-4] R · SC Oct 15, 2021

Rep. Joyce, David P. [R-OH-14] R · OH Nov 2, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Oct 6, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Oct 5, 2021) 

Securing Systemically Important Critical Infrastructure Act

This bill sets out a process to designate elements of critical infrastructure as systemically important. Critical infrastructure

refers to the machinery, facilities, and information that enable vital functions of governance, public health, and the

economy.

Specifically, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) must establish a methodology based on

objective criteria to designate critical infrastructure as systemically important. In developing the criteria, CISA must

consider, among other factors, the scale of the potential effects of a disruption to the infrastructure on domestic security,

the economy, health, or safety.

Using the methodology, CISA must make a preliminary designation and then provide an opportunity for the

infrastructure's owner or operator to share additional information. A preliminary designation becomes final after 30 days

unless, on the basis of additional information, CISA determines the infrastructure does not meet required criteria.

The bill also requires CISA to

maintain a list of systemically important critical infrastructure,

prioritize systemically important critical infrastructure in its programs and activities,

report on various matters related to the designation process, and

assess processes for and benefits of enhanced risk management coordination between the federal government

and the owners and operators of systemically important critical infrastructure.

Additionally, the Department of Homeland Security must prioritize the security clearance applications of owners and

operators of systemically important critical infrastructure.

Actions Timeline

Oct 6, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innovation.
Oct 5, 2021: Introduced in House
Oct 5, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on Homeland Security.
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