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HR 5410
National Security Reforms and Accountability Act

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Sep 29, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency
Management.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management. 
(Sep 30, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5410 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (16 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Castro, Joaquin [D-TX-20] D · TX Sep 29, 2021

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Sep 29, 2021

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13] D · CA Sep 29, 2021

Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-33] D · CA Sep 29, 2021

Rep. Mace, Nancy [R-SC-1] R · SC Sep 29, 2021

Rep. Meijer, Peter [R-MI-3] R · MI Sep 29, 2021

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Nov 15, 2021

Rep. Moulton, Seth [D-MA-6] D · MA Nov 15, 2021

Rep. Omar, Ilhan [D-MN-5] D · MN Nov 15, 2021

Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2] D · WI Nov 15, 2021

Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D · VT Nov 16, 2021

Rep. Porter, Katie [D-CA-45] D · CA Nov 18, 2021

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Jan 28, 2022

Rep. Levin, Andy [D-MI-9] D · MI Jan 28, 2022

Rep. Pressley, Ayanna [D-MA-7] D · MA Feb 1, 2022

Rep. Garcia, Jesus G. "Chuy" [D-IL-4] D · IL Feb 18, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Sep 29, 2021

Rules Committee House Referred To Sep 29, 2021

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Sep 30, 2021
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Sep 29, 2021) 

National Security Reforms and Accountability Act

This bill limits presidential authorities related to, and increases congressional oversight of, introducing U.S. armed forces

into hostilities, arms transactions, and national emergencies.

The bill makes various changes to the War Powers Resolution, which provides procedures for Congress and the

President to participate in decisions to send U.S. forces into hostilities. These changes include requiring specific statutory

authorization for, and revising congressional procedures to approve or disapprove of, the introduction of U.S. forces into

hostilities. The bill also prohibits the use of federal funds for any activity of U.S. forces that lacks the required

authorization.

The President must also seek congressional approval before entering, renewing, or extending an arms sale or related

transaction if the transaction exceeds specified dollar thresholds. This does not apply to transactions with NATO and its

member countries, Australia, Japan, South Korea, Israel, New Zealand, or Taiwan. The bill also prohibits transfers of

defense articles and services to countries that commit genocide or otherwise violate international humanitarian law.

The bill restricts presidential authorities related to national emergencies, including by limiting the period of a declared

emergency to 30 days unless Congress authorizes an extension. The bill also establishes procedures for approving or

disapproving an extension, requires the President to provide more detailed reports to Congress about national

emergencies, and sets out specific provisions for terminating an emergency.

Actions Timeline

Sep 30, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency
Management.
Sep 29, 2021: Introduced in House
Sep 29, 2021: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committees on Transportation and
Infrastructure, and Rules, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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