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HR 4736

Improving Access for Afghan Refugees Act

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Immigration

Introduced: Jul 28, 2021

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship. (Nov 1, 2022)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4736

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Speier, Jackie [D-CA-14]
Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: House
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Jacobs, Sara [D-CA-53]
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Hayes, Jahana [D-CT-5] D-CT Sep 3, 2021
Rep. Mrvan, Frank J. [D-IN-1] D-IN Sep 3, 2021
Rep. Moore, Gwen [D-WI-4] D -wi Sep 10, 2021
Rep. Castor, Kathy [D-FL-14] D-FL Sep 30, 2021
Rep. Scanlon, Mary Gay [D-PA-5] D-PA Mar 2, 2022
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Nov 1, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Jul 28, 2021)

Improving Access for Afghan Refugees Act
This bill requires the Department of State to provide priority refugee status to eligible habitual residents of Afghanistan.

To be eligible for such priority status, a habitual resident of Afghanistan must also be a national of Afghanistan or
stateless. Such an individual shall receive priority refugee status if the individual (1) has suffered persecution or has a
well-founded fear of persecution and worked in a specified field that makes the individual a target of persecution on
account of race, religion, or other characteristics; (2) was employed for at least one year in Afghanistan by U.S.-based
media or nongovernmental entities or an entity that received a contract or grant from the U.S. government; or (3) is the
beneficiary of a visa petition sponsored by a relative who is a U.S. citizen or permanent resident.

The State Department may also provide priority status to other groups of individuals who are nationals and residents of
Afghanistan.

Certain annual numerical limits on refugee admissions shall not apply to individuals who receive priority status under this
bill.

For refugee applications under this bill, the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security shall ensure that
all steps in the approval process in the U.S. government's control are completed within six months of an application's
submission, with exceptions for cases that need more time to address national security concerns.

Actions Timeline

Nov 1, 2022: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Jul 28, 2021: Introduced in House

Jul 28, 2021: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR H4146)

Jul 28, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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