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S4276

Helping Heroes Act of 2022

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: May 19, 2022

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (May 19, 2022)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4276

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]
Party: Democratic « State: WA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R -AR Jun 8, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Referred To May 19, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of May 19, 2022)

Helping Heroes Act of 2022
This bill implements programs and procedures related to the provision of support services for veterans and their families.

First, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) must place at least one Family Coordinator at each of its medical centers
and ensure adequate staffing and resources at each such medical center so the coordinators are able to carry out their
duties. Family Coordinators must, among other duties, assess the needs of the families of veterans using evidence-
based strategies and refer veterans to support resources.

The VA must also establish the Family Support Program to provide and coordinate the provision of supportive services to
veterans who have a service-connected disability rated at 70% or more and eligible children (i.e., individuals who are
under 18 years of age and are wards, children, stepchildren, grandchildren, or siblings of the eligible veteran).

Next, the VA must coordinate with the Department of Education to award competitive grants to local educational agencies
to better meet academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs of students whose parent or guardian previously
served in the Armed Forces (including reserve components) or the National Guard.

The VA must include information regarding supportive services available in the transition assistance curriculum for
members of the Armed Forces who are being separated from active duty (and their families).

Finally, the VA must conduct an annual survey of disabled veterans and their families to identify and better understand
the needs of such persons.

Actions Timeline

e May 19, 2022: Introduced in Senate
e May 19, 2022: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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