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HR 4201
Migrant Accountability Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Jun 28, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.  (Nov 1, 2022) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4201 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Green, Mark E. [R-TN-7] 
Party: Republican   •   State: TN   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Weber, Randy K., Sr. [R-TX-14] R · TX Jul 13, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Jun 28, 2021

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Nov 1, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jun 28, 2021) 

Migrant Accountability Act of 2021

This bill modifies the treatment of unaccompanied alien children, including by transferring functions for the care and

custody of such children from the Office of Refugee Settlement within the Department of Health and Human Services

(HHS) to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). Currently, the office provides care for apprehended

unaccompanied children, while DHS is typically responsible for detained alien adults.

Under this bill, if an immigration officer determines that a qualifying unaccompanied child is inadmissible, the officer may

return that child to the child's country of nationality or country of last habitual residence. Currently, only an

unaccompanied child who is a national or habitual resident of a country bordering the United States may be returned.

The Department of State must negotiate with other countries concerning the repatriation of children. Currently, the State

Department is only required to negotiate such agreements with countries bordering the United States.

For an unaccompanied child who reaches 18 years of age while in custody, the bill repeals a requirement for DHS to

consider the least restrictive setting available for that individual's custody or supervision. Currently, DHS must make such

a consideration when such an individual reaches 18 years of age.

Before placing an unaccompanied child with a sponsor claiming to be the child's biological relative, DHS must confirm

this relationship using DNA technology. A state may refuse placement of an unaccompanied child in the state, including

at a federal facility, unless the placement is with a sponsor who is the child's confirmed biological relative.

Actions Timeline

Nov 1, 2022: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Jun 28, 2021: Introduced in House
Jun 28, 2021: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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