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S 417
Visa Security Act

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Feb 24, 2021
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (Feb 24, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/417 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Cotton, Tom [R-AR] 
Party: Republican   •   State: AR   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN] R · TN Feb 24, 2021

Sen. Cruz, Ted [R-TX] R · TX Feb 24, 2021

Sen. Rubio, Marco [R-FL] R · FL Feb 24, 2021

Sen. Scott, Rick [R-FL] R · FL Feb 24, 2021

Sen. Braun, Mike [R-IN] R · IN Mar 1, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Feb 24, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 24, 2021) 

Visa Security Act

This bill limits the validity period of B-1 (business visitor) and B-2 (tourist) visas issued to Chinese nationals until the

Department of State makes certain certifications to Congress regarding the Chinese government.

Specifically, the State Department may not issue such a visa with a validity period of more than one year unless it

certifies to Congress that the Chinese government has taken certain actions, including (1) stopping its campaign of

economic and industrial espionage against the United States; (2) ending its provocative and coercive behavior towards

Taiwan; (3) withdrawing its national security law in Hong Kong and upholding its obligations to respect Hong Kong's

autonomy; and (4) ending its systematic oppression of minority ethnic groups in China, including the Uyghurs and

Tibetans. (Currently, such visas may be valid for up to 10 years.)

These restrictions shall not apply to visa applicants from Taiwan or certain applicants from Hong Kong, generally those

Hong Kong residents that the State Department has no reason to believe are acting on behalf of the Chinese

government.

(Taiwan is self-governing but the Chinese government considers it a part of China, while Hong Kong is a part of China

but is supposed to have a largely separate legal and economic system.)

Actions Timeline

Feb 24, 2021: Introduced in Senate
Feb 24, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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