LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — January 10, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/117/s/4040

S 4040
Ship Agent Licensure Act of 2022

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Apr 7, 2022

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Sponsor introduc

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Sponsor
introductory remarks on measure: CR S2095) (Apr 7, 2022)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4040

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: Rl ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Apr 7, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Apr 7, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Apr 7, 2022)

Ship Agent Licensure Act of 2022
This bill revises provisions related to ocean shipping policies.
Specifically, the bill

e sets forth a definition for the term ship agent to include a person who is engaged in the business of representing a
ship's owner, operator, or charterer in performing carriage while in a port of the United States; responsible for
certain services such as crew changes and repatriations; and not owned or controlled by a common carrier or
cruise line;

e prohibits a person in the United States from advertising, holding out, or acting as a ship agent or providing ship
agent services in the United States unless the person is domiciled in the United States and holds a license issued
by the Federal Maritime Commission (FMC);

e prohibits a person from advertising, holding out, or acting as a ship agent unless the person furnishes a bond,
proof of insurance, or other surety in a form and amount determined by the FMC to insure financial responsibility;
and

¢ requires the FMC to suspend or revoke a ship agent license if it finds that the ship agent is not qualified to provide
ship agency services or willfully failed to comply with provisions in the bill or with an order or regulation of the FMC.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 7,2022: Introduced in Senate

e Apr 7,2022: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Sponsor
introductory remarks on measure: CR S2095)
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