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S 3709
Black Hills Forest Protection and Jobs Preservation Act of 2022

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Feb 28, 2022
Current Status: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining.
Hearing
Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining.
Hearings held.  (Jun 7, 2022) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3709 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] 
Party: Republican   •   State: SD   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Barrasso, John [R-WY] R · WY Feb 28, 2022

Sen. Lummis, Cynthia M. [R-WY] R · WY Mar 10, 2022

Sen. Rounds, Mike [R-SD] R · SD Mar 10, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Jun 7, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 28, 2022) 

Black Hills Forest Protection and Jobs Preservation Act of 2022

This bill provides for vegetation management projects and timber production projects on certain National Forest System

lands in Montana, South Dakota, and Wyoming.

The bill directs the Forest Service to issue one or more decisions using expedited authorities for compliance with

environmental review requirements to carry out vegetation management projects on land in the Black Hills National

Forest. Furthermore, the Forest Service shall categorize the Black Hills National Forest and the Bighorn National Forest

as being very high priority for ecological restoration that involves vegetation removal.

The Forest Service must also use specified amounts made available for forest thinning and timber harvesting for timber

production in the Bighorn National Forest, the Custer Gallatin National Forest, and the Black Hills National Forest. In

carrying out such timber production, the Forest Service shall use, to the extent practicable, the categorical exclusion for

certain forest management activities and specified emergency action authority.

A vegetation management or timber production project carried out under this bill shall not be subject to judicial review.

Such a project may not be carried out on (1) a component of the National Wilderness Preservation System, or (2) an

inventoried roadless area.

Actions Timeline

Jun 7, 2022: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining.
Hearings held.
Feb 28, 2022: Introduced in Senate
Feb 28, 2022: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text: CR S838)
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