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HR 3493
Family Reunification Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: May 25, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.  (Nov 1, 2022) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3493 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Espaillat, Adriano [D-NY-13] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Vargas, Juan [D-CA-51] D · CA May 25, 2021

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Jun 28, 2021

Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4] D · MN Jun 28, 2021

Resident Commissioner González-Colón, Jenniffer [R-PR-At Large] R · PR Jul 20, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Nov 1, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

117 HR 1177 Related bill Apr 28, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.

117 S 348 Related bill Feb 22, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Summary  (as of May 25, 2021) 

Family Reunification Act of 2021

This bill addresses issues related to aliens obtaining legal permanent resident status, including by removing certain

deadlines in a provision that allows eligible aliens to obtain such status. 

Specifically, the bill amends a provision that allows an alien to obtain lawful permanent resident status if the alien (1) is

physically present in the United States, (2) entered the United States without inspection or meets certain other criteria, (3)

is a beneficiary of a qualifying family-based immigrant petition or a labor certification application filed no later than April

30, 2001, and (4) has filed an application and meets other requirements. This bill removes the April 30, 2001, deadline for

the filing of the required immigrant petition or labor certification. It also removes another requirement for certain applying

aliens to have been physically present in the United States on December 21, 2000.

Furthermore, a beneficiary of a family-based immigrant petition that appears to be eligible for approval may not be

removed while the petition is pending.

The bill also makes nonimmigrant V visas available to a beneficiary of an approved family-based immigrant petition,

subject to certain requirements, regardless of when the immigrant petition was filed or how long it has been pending.

Currently, a V visa is only available to an alien whose approved family-based immigrant petition was filed no later than

December 11, 2000, and has been pending for at least three years. 

A V visa holder may not receive any means-tested public benefits or certain health insurance-related benefits.

Actions Timeline

Nov 1, 2022: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.
May 25, 2021: Introduced in House
May 25, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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