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S3272

Arctic Focus Act

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Nov 29, 2021

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Nov 29, 2021)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3272

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Sullivan, Dan [R-AK]
Party: Republican < State: AK ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Nov 29, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Nov 29, 2021)

Arctic Focus Act

This bill directs the Coast Guard to undertake various efforts to maintain a persistent presence in the Arctic to advance
the national security interests of the United States.

The Coast Guard must

e prioritize icebreaker deployments to the Arctic;

e provide sufficient icebreaking activity to keep the Northwest Passage sea lanes open for commerce, national
defense, rescue and recovery operations, and scientific exploration by 2030;

e permanently station at least one ice-breaking vessel within the Arctic by the earlier of one year after the delivery of
the first Polar Security Cutter, or 2030; and

e continuously patrol the Arctic with at least one major Coast Guard cutter that is able to execute search and rescue
operations, fisheries enforcement, pollution response, and support for national defense operations.

The department in which the Coast Guard is operating must submit a report to the appropriate congressional committees
that describes the ability and time line to conduct a transit of the Northern Sea Route and periodic transits of the
Northwest Passage, and that includes a plan to implement the activities set forth in this bill.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 29, 2021: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 29, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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