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S 3197

Platform Competition and Opportunity Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Commerce

Introduced: Nov 4, 2021

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (Nov 4, 2021)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3197

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN]
Party: Democratic + State: MN ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Cotton, Tom [R-AR] R - AR Nov 4, 2021
Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D-CT Nov 18, 2021
Sen. Cruz, Ted [R-TX] R-TX Nov 18, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Nov 4, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
117 HR 3826 Related bill Jun 24, 2021: Ordered to be Reported (Amended).
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Summary (as of Nov 4, 2021)

Platform Competition and Opportunity Act of 2021

This bill generally prohibits operators of covered platforms from acquiring the stock or other share capital or the assets of
another person engaged in commerce or in any activity affecting commerce.

Covered platforms are online platforms that (1) have at least 50 million U.S.-based monthly active users or at least
100,000 U.S.-based monthly active business users, (2) are owned or controlled by a person with net annual sales or a
market capitalization greater than $600 billion, and (3) are critical trading partners for the sale or provision of any product
or service offered on or directly related to the platform.

The Federal Trade Commission or the Department of Justice must designate whether an entity is a covered platform, and
both must carry out enforcement activities.

The bill provides for any person (other than a foreign state and any instrumentality thereof) who is injured by an activity
forbidden under the bill to recover triple damages. (A foreign state may only recover actual damages.)

Further, the bill specifies the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit as the judicial venue for a covered
platform's appeals related to (1) the designation as a covered platform, (2) other administrative and enforcement
proceedings, or (3) a final order issued in any district court.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 4, 2021: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 4, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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