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S 266

Public Health Emergency Production Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Feb 4, 2021

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. (Feb 4, 2021)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/266

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL]
Party: Democratic « State: IL ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Rounds, Mike [R-SD] R -SD Feb 4, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Feb 5, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Feb 4, 2021)

Public Health Emergency Production Act of 2021

This bill modifies funding, administration, and reporting related to the Defense Production Act of 1950. That act confers
upon the President a broad set of authorities to influence domestic industry to secure essential materials and goods
needed for the national defense.

Specifically, the bill eliminates a requirement to transfer any balance in excess of $750 million from the Defense
Production Act Fund to the General Fund of the Department of the Treasury.

In addition, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) must require companies to prioritize fulfilling federal
contracts or orders necessary for pandemic preparedness and response if HHS finds that the material being procured is
essential to the public health and cannot be adequately sourced through normal distribution channels.

HHS must also establish, within the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, an office
responsible for Defense Production Act of 1950 activities. Additionally, staff may rotate between the Office of the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy and specified components of HHS.

Furthermore, the Defense Production Act Committee must report monthly about the use of Defense Production Act of
1950 authorities during the COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019) emergency.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 4, 2021: Introduced in Senate
e Feb 4, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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