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S 2616
Livable Communities Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Housing and Community Development
Introduced: Aug 5, 2021
Current Status: Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. Hearings held.
Latest Action: Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. Hearings held.  (Aug 4, 2022) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2616 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV] D · NV Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Padilla, Alex [D-CA] D · CA Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD] D · MD Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Aug 5, 2021

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Jul 12, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Aug 4, 2022

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Housing and Community Development

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Aug 5, 2021) 

Livable Communities Act of 2021

This bill creates the Office of Sustainable Communities in the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to

coordinate the provision of long-term affordable housing, transportation, and environmental projects and to administer

grant programs established in the bill.

The bill creates the Comprehensive Planning Grant Program and the Community Challenge Grant Program to be

administered by the office. Grants under the Comprehensive Planning Grant Program must be used for specified

activities related to the coordination, development, or updating of a comprehensive regional plan across jurisdictions and

agencies. Grants offered under the Community Challenge Grant Program must be used to promote integrated planning

and investments across policy and governmental jurisdictions and to implement projects identified in a regional plan.

The bill also creates a program that requires HUD to provide loans and loan guarantees to projects that meet specified

criteria. Eligible projects must be part of a community-wide development plan, promote sustainable development, and

ensure that housing units associated with the project are affordable and initially occupied by lower-income renters or

homeowners.

Actions Timeline

Aug 4, 2022: Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. Hearings held.
Aug 2, 2022: Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. Hearings held.
Jul 21, 2022: Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. Hearings held.
May 18, 2022: Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. Hearings held.
Aug 5, 2021: Introduced in Senate
Aug 5, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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