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HR 2396
Ensuring Safe Disposal of Coal Ash Act

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Apr 8, 2021
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change.  (Apr 13, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2396 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: TN   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (19 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC May 17, 2021

Rep. Barragan, Nanette Diaz [D-CA-44] D · CA May 17, 2021

Rep. Newman, Marie [D-IL-3] D · IL May 17, 2021

Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D · IL May 17, 2021

Rep. Soto, Darren [D-FL-9] D · FL May 17, 2021

Rep. Tlaib, Rashida [D-MI-13] D · MI May 17, 2021

Rep. DeGette, Diana [D-CO-1] D · CO May 18, 2021

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR May 28, 2021

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D · GA May 28, 2021

Rep. Huffman, Jared [D-CA-2] D · CA Jun 8, 2021

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia M. [D-NY-7] D · NY Jul 1, 2021

Rep. Espaillat, Adriano [D-NY-13] D · NY Jul 2, 2021

Rep. Porter, Katie [D-CA-45] D · CA Jul 6, 2021

Rep. Cooper, Jim [D-TN-5] D · TN Jul 16, 2021

Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37] D · CA Sep 3, 2021

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-10] D · NY Sep 3, 2021

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13] D · CA Oct 20, 2021

Rep. Doyle, Michael F. [D-PA-18] D · PA Dec 8, 2021

Rep. Schneider, Bradley Scott [D-IL-10] D · IL Jul 1, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 13, 2021
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Apr 8, 2021) 

Ensuring Safe Disposal of Coal Ash Act

This bill updates the requirements related to state permit programs for the regulation of coal combustion residuals units,

as administered by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Specifically, the EPA must revise its regulations related to approved state programs for regulating coal combustion

residuals units to include any criteria necessary to protect human health and the environment, including the health of

vulnerable or disproportionately exposed subpopulations. The regulation revisions must include specified requirements,

for example, requiring meaningful public participation in the issuance and renewal of all permits or other prior approvals.

The EPA must promulgate regulations that (1) set forth minimum requirements for state and federal coal combustion

residuals permit programs, and (2) require owners of closed coal combustion residuals disposal sites to identify the

locations of such sites and record the information in the public record to ensure that the locations are known and can be

located in the future.

Under the bill, the EPA must also

implement a requirement for a public hearing in the approval process for establishing a state permit program;

review state permit programs at least once every 5 years (the current requirement is once every 12 years);

review such programs not later than one year after it revises applicable criteria for federal regulations related to

coal combustion residuals units; and

include a reasonable period of time, not to exceed 180 days, for a state to correct deficiencies with respect to its

permit program.

Actions Timeline

Apr 13, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change.
Apr 8, 2021: Introduced in House
Apr 8, 2021: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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