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S 2338
Preserving Political Speech Online Act

Congress: 117 (2021–2023, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Jul 14, 2021
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Jul 14, 2021) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2338 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Daines, Steve [R-MT] 
Party: Republican   •   State: MT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jul 14, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 14, 2021) 

Preserving Political Speech Online Act

This bill addresses issues related to online political advertising.

First, the bill directs the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to initiate a rulemaking proceeding to require any online

platform (e.g., a social network or search engine) or third-party advertiser that displays, hosts, or allows the

advertisement of a legally qualified candidate for federal office to follow specific rules in advertising. These rules include

affording equal advertisement opportunities to candidates and charging comparable rates to each candidate. An online

platform or third-party advertiser may not censor these advertisements.

In addition, the bill requires online platforms to maintain and make publicly available a complete record of any purchase

of political advertising within 24 hours of the purchase.

The FTC must enforce these requirements related to advertising and treat any violation as an unfair or deceptive act or

practice.

Next, the bill requires the Federal Communications Commission to initiate a rulemaking to apply certain existing laws

related to political advertising to all licensees that engage in political advertising.

The bill also establishes an exception to the immunity of a provider of an interactive computer service from liability for

screening and blocking offensive content on its platform. The bill removes this immunity from a provider that blocks,

censors, or screens material on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or political affiliation or speech.

The bill includes an exception for services that are dedicated to a specific set of issues, policies, beliefs, or viewpoints.

Actions Timeline

Jul 14, 2021: Introduced in Senate
Jul 14, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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