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S 1902

Behavioral Health Crisis Services Expansion Act

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: May 27, 2021

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (May 27, 2021)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1902

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV]
Party: Democratic + State: NV e« Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] R-TX May 27, 2021
Sen. Smith, Tina [D-MN] D - MN Mar 1, 2022
Sen. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD] D-MD Jun 22, 2022

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To May 27, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
117 HR 5611 Identical bill Nov 2, 2021: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary (as of May 27, 2021)

Behavioral Health Crisis Services Expansion Act

This bill establishes requirements, expands health insurance coverage, and directs other activities to support the
provision of behavioral health crisis services along a continuum of care.

Specifically, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) must establish standards for a behavioral health crisis
continuum of care that health care providers and communities may use in responding to individuals experiencing a
behavioral health crisis. This continuum of care must include 24-7 crisis hotlines, emergency treatment, stabilization
services, and other specified components.

In addition, the bill expands health insurance coverage for behavioral health crisis services. It also expands the
Community Mental Health Services Block Grant to assist states and territories with developing the infrastructure to
provide crisis response services.

Furthermore, HHS, in consultation with the Department of Justice, must convene an expert panel to make
recommendations concerning training for emergency services dispatchers and crisis call center personnel to respond
appropriately to individuals experiencing a behavioral health crisis.

Actions Timeline

e May 27, 2021: Introduced in Senate
e May 27, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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