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S 1900

Women’s Economic Empowerment in Trade Act of 2021

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance

Introduced: May 27, 2021

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (May 27, 2021)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1900

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA]
Party: Democratic « State: PA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV] DNV May 27, 2021
Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D-NJ May 27, 2021

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To May 27, 2021

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of May 27, 2021)

Women's Economic Empowerment in Trade Act of 2021

This bill modifies eligibility requirements for the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP), requires the President to
collect specified information on beneficiary developing countries that receive preferential trade treatment under the GSP,
and requires the United States Trade Representative (USTR) to review the laws of each country that receives such
preferential trade treatment.

Specifically, the bill makes ineligible for designation as a beneficiary developing country any country that (1) does not
substantially afford equal rights and protection under the law, regardless of gender; or (2) engages in gross violations of
internationally recognized human rights.

The President must take into account the extent to which a country engages in such practices when determining whether
to designate any country as a beneficiary developing country. The President must also collect and publish information on
the extent to which a country meets these eligibility criteria, and the USTR must publish a notice of, and the rationale for,
any determination with respect to a petition for review of a country's eligibility for designation.

The USTR must annually review the laws of each beneficiary developing country relating to their compliance with
internationally recognized worker rights and the affording of equal rights and protection under the law, regardless of
gender. If a country fails to meet these eligibility criteria for five consecutive years, the benefits provided to that country
shall be commensurately reduced.

Actions Timeline

e May 27, 2021: Introduced in Senate
e May 27, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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