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S 1481

Pakistan-Afghanistan Economic Development Act

Congress: 117 (2021-2023, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance

Introduced: Apr 29, 2021

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Apr 29, 2021)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1481

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD]
Party: Democratic + State: MD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role
Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D - WA
Sen. Young, Todd [R-IN] R -IN

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity

Finance Committee Senate Referred To

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Date Joined
Apr 29, 2021
Apr 29, 2021

Date
Apr 29, 2021
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Summary (as of Apr 29, 2021)

Pakistan-Afghanistan Economic Development Act

This bill allows for duty-free treatment for certain goods from designated Reconstruction Opportunity Zones (ROZs) in
Afghanistan and the border regions of Pakistan.

Specifically, the bill allows the President to designate ROZs within Afghanistan or parts of Pakistan, provided certain
eligibility criteria are met. The countries must, among other conditions (1) establish (or make continual progress toward
establishing) a market-based economy, the rule of law, certain economic policies, a system to combat corruption and
bribery, and the protection of core labor standards; and (2) eliminate barriers to trade and investment.

Additionally, the bill allows the President to provide duty-free treatment for certain textile and apparel products, as well as
nontextile and nonapparel products, from a ROZ through September 30, 2031.

The bill sets forth requirements to prevent the unlawful transshipment of textile or apparel products. Further, it outlines
customs procedures and enforcement.

Products from a ROZ in Afghanistan or Pakistan may continue to receive duty-free treatment only if the President certifies
to Congress that the countries have complied with certain requirements, including that the countries must designate a
labor official.

The President may withdraw, suspend, or limit the application of duty-free treatment under the bill.
Actions Timeline

e Apr 29, 2021: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 29, 2021: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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