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S 955

Polling Place Protection Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Mar 28, 2019

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (Mar 28, 2019)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/955

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: OR ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Rules and Administration Committee Senate Referred To Mar 28, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 28, 2019)

Polling Place Protection Act of 2019
This bill requires states and jurisdictions responsible for administering elections to provide sufficient resources to ensure

e areasonably uniform ratio of staff and voting systems to registered voters,
e areasonably uniform geographic distribution of polling places,

¢ a fair and equitable waiting time for voters, and

e a wait of no longer than 30 minutes to cast a ballot at a polling place.

These states and jurisdictions must develop an election administration plan that includes a contingency plan for additional
resources to be deployed if there are wait times of over 30 minutes at any polling place on an election day. Contingency
plans must be approved by the Federal Election Commission.

This bill provides a private right of action for an individual aggrieved by a state or jurisdiction's violation of the voting wait
time limit.

A U.S. district court may extend polling hours to enforce these requirements.
Actions Timeline

e Mar 28, 2019: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 28, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration.
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