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HR 7964

Peer Support for Veteran Families Act

Congress: 116 (2019-2021, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Aug 7, 2020

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. (Oct 6, 2020)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7964

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Finkenauer, Abby [D-1A-1]
Party: Democratic « State: IA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (6 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Curtis, John R. [R-UT-3] R-UT Aug 7, 2020
Rep. McKinley, David B. [R-WV-1] R-WV Aug 7, 2020
Rep. Cicilline, David N. [D-RI-1] DRI Aug 14, 2020
Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2] DRI Aug 14, 2020
Rep. Carbajal, Salud O. [D-CA-24] D-CA Sep 11, 2020
Rep. Cox, TJ [D-CA-21] D:-CA Sep 23, 2020
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to Oct 6, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Aug 7, 2020)

Peer Support for Veteran Families Act

This bill requires the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to establish an education program and a peer support program
for the education and training of family members and caregivers of eligible veterans with mental health disorders. Under
this bill, eligible veterans are those who are enrolled in the VA health care system. Such veterans must give permission
for their caregiver or family caregiver to participate in either program established under this bill.

The VA must establish a four-year education program to provide a course to family members and caregivers of eligible
veterans on matters relating to coping with mental health disorders in veterans. In implementing the program, the VA
must enter into contracts with certain nonprofit entities with experience in mental health education.

Under the peer support program, the VA must provide peer support to family members and caregivers of eligible veterans
on matters relating to coping with mental health disorders in veterans. The VA must provide peer support at each location
where the education program is provided, and such support must include regular meetings in group settings between
peer support coordinators, family members, and caregivers.

The VA must conduct a survey of the satisfaction of individuals who have participated in the education program and the
peer support program.

VA mental health care providers must monitor the progress of the programs.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 6, 2020: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

e Sep 10, 2020: Committee Hearings Held.

e Aug 7, 2020: Introduced in House

e Aug 7, 2020: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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