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S 661
Child Trafficking Victims Protection and Welfare Act of 2019

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Mar 5, 2019
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (Mar 5, 2019) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/661 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: HI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (14 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] D · NJ Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV] D · NV Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Harris, Kamala D. [D-CA] D · CA Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D · MA Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Smith, Tina [D-MN] D · MN Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Mar 5, 2019

Sen. Rosen, Jacky [D-NV] D · NV Mar 11, 2019

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA Mar 11, 2019

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA Jul 10, 2019

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Mar 5, 2019

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

116 HR 3729 Related bill Aug 6, 2019: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship.

Summary  (as of Mar 5, 2019) 

Child Trafficking Victims Protection and Welfare Act of 2019

This bill directs the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), in consultation with experts in child development and

welfare and pediatric medicine, to develop guidelines for the treatment of children (under age 18 with no permanent

immigration status) in the custody of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). DHS must provide resources and

trained staff to address the needs of such children, including child welfare professionals, at each port of entry and Border

Patrol station. The bill imposes various duties on such child welfare professionals, including the duty to report allegations

of abuse and ensure DHS compliance with abuse reporting laws.

DHS may not remove a child from a parent or legal guardian solely for the purpose of deterring individuals from migrating

to the United States or for promoting compliance with the immigration laws.

DHS must (1) assign a family unit tracking number to each family member apprehended at the border, (2) allow

humanitarian organizations and state and local child welfare agencies to monitor children in detention and conduct

unannounced inspections, (3) promulgate regulations establishing basic standards of care for the short-term custody of

children by CBP, (4) ensure that children apprehended by CBP receive an interview and screening with a child welfare

professional and are provided information about their rights under the immigration laws, and (5) provide each

apprehended parent or legal guardian and each child with access to legal counsel.

Actions Timeline

Mar 5, 2019: Introduced in Senate
Mar 5, 2019: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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