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HR 6599
COVID Research Act of 2020

Congress: 116 (2019–2021, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Apr 23, 2020
Current Status: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Science,
Space
Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.  (Apr 23, 2020) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6599 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Lucas, Frank D. [R-OK-3] 
Party: Republican   •   State: OK   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (9 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Babin, Brian [R-TX-36] R · TX Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Gonzalez, Anthony [R-OH-16] R · OH Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Marshall, Roger [R-KS-1] R · KS Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Murphy, Gregory [R-NC-3] R · NC Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Olson, Pete [R-TX-22] R · TX Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8] R · FL Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Rooney, Francis [R-FL-19] R · FL Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Weber, Randy K., Sr. [R-TX-14] R · TX Apr 23, 2020

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX May 8, 2020

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Apr 23, 2020

Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Referred To Apr 23, 2020

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 23, 2020) 

COVID Research Act of 2020 or the Computing Opportunities to Vanquish Infectious Diseases Research Act of

2020

This bill requires the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and the Department of Energy (DOE) to undertake

specified actions related to forecasting emerging infectious diseases.

The OSTP, acting through the National Science and Technology Council, must establish an interagency working group to

coordinate federal activities concerning infectious disease prediction and forecasting. Among other tasks, the working

group must identify challenges in predicting outbreaks and develop a strategic plan to address them.

The bill also provides statutory authority for the Standing Committee on Emerging Infectious Diseases and 21st Century

Health Threats convened by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. The committee

must provide expertise to the working group and otherwise facilitate science and policy discussions concerning emerging

infectious diseases. The committee must issue public reports and brief Congress on its activities.

In coordination with specified entities, DOE shall carry out, and report to Congress on, a competitive research program

for the National Laboratories and others to leverage analytical tools and computational and networking capabilities to

prevent and respond to emerging infectious diseases, including COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019). DOE must

also establish the Emerging Infectious Diseases High Performance Computing Research Consortium to support the

research program.

Actions Timeline

Apr 23, 2020: Introduced in House
Apr 23, 2020: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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